Montgomery Bus Boycott

Reading Comprehension

1. What is the main topic of this document?

a. To inform the African American community that public transportation will be desegregated and open for all to ride on integrated buses

b. To inform the people of Montgomery that the bus boycott is going to go on for another year

c. To explain what Rosa Parks accomplished

d. An accepted way of sitting on a bus is essential for an equal society

2. Who is one of the authors of the document?

a. Rosa Parks


c. Thurgood Marshall

b. Martin Luther King

d. James Meredith

3. “Be loving enough to absorb evil and understand enough to turn an enemy into a friend.”  What nonviolent method is this statement an example of?

a. Psychological nonviolence

b. Tactical nonviolence

4. What line from the document echoes the statement: “Be loving enough to absorb evil and understand enough to turn an enemy into a friend.”  

a. “Not all white people are opposed to integrated buses.”

b. “Be quiet but friendly”

c.  “this is not a victory for Negroes.”

d. “If struck, do not strike back but evidence love and goodwill at all times.”

5. What branch of the government integrated Montgomery buses?

a. Executive Branch (President)

b. Legislative Branch (Congress)

c. Judicial Branch (Supreme Court)

6. In line 7, what does the phrase “If there is violence in word or deed it must not be our people …” refer to?

a. The important thing for Alabama’s African Americans is to fight for seats on Montgomery’s buses.

b. The importance of African Americans maintaining good behavior and non-violence no matter the response of racists.

c. It’s a call to recruit outsiders to come to Montgomery to inflict violence on the white community.

d. Read more books about nonviolence which are written by Ghandi and Martin Luther King.

7. When taking a seat in an integrated bus, what advice does the author give to avoid confrontation?

a. Say “pardon me” or “May I” before sitting down.

b. Avoid sitting in the front of the bus.

c. Bring along the phone number of a police officer.

d. There are power in numbers, so ride buses with six friends willing to protect each other.
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This 1s o historic week becauso soprogation on buses has now
been declaved unconstitutional. Within a Paw days the Supreme Court
Mandate will reach Montgorery and you will bs re=boardli begrated
buses, 3 places upon us all u tremendous responal ry‘L" oF mato-
taining, in face of what sould be gore unpleasantness, & ealm’and
loving dignity bafitting fiodd citimens and members of our Rac
there 1s violence in word or deed it rust nob be our people who
commit 1t,

Ir

For your help and convenience the following sugpestions are made.
Will you read, sbudy and memorize them go that our non-violent de-
tormination may not be eondangered, First, soms general sugrestions:
1, lNot all white people are opposed to integrated buses. Acespt <%

gocdwill on the part of many,
2, The whole bus is now for the use of all people. Take a vacasb seab.
3. FPray for guldancs and commllb yoursell bo complote non-vioclence
in word and actlon as you ontor tho bus.
Demonstrate the calm dignity of our Montgomery pasple in your
actions.
In all things observe ordinary rules of courtoay and good bohavier
Rememoer that this is not a vietory for Negross alove, but for all
Montgomery and the South. Do not boast! Do not bragd
7+ Be quiet but friendly; proud, but not arrogant; joyous, but not
bolstrous, i
8. Be loving encugh to absorb avil and undsrstanding enough to tuen =

an enemy into a friend.

How Tor soms specific suggestions:

1, Tho bus driver is in charge of the bus and has beon instructed to
obey the law, Assume that he will ecocperate in helping you
oceupy any vecant seafi.

2, Do not deliberately sit by a,white person, unless there iz no
other seat,

3. In sitting down by a person, white or colored, say "May I" or
"Purdon me" as you sib. This 1s a common courtesys i

4. If eursod, do not curss back. If pushed, do not push bael.

. If struek, do not strike back, but evidence love and goodwill
at all times.

5. 1In case of an incident, talk as 1ittls as possible, and alwaye
in a quiet tope. Do not get up from your seatl Report all serious
Incidents to the bus driver,

6. For the first few days try to get on the bus with a friend in
whose non-violonos you Lave confidence, You can uphold one Another
by a glance or a prayer.

7+ If another person 1s bulng molested, do not arise to go o his
defense, but pray for tho oppreasor and use moral and spiritual
Tores to carry on the strupgle for justics,

8. According to your own abiliby and personaliby, do not be afraid
o experimont with new and creative tochniques for achieving
reconeiliation and social change.

9+ If you feel you canmot take it, walk for another wesk or two.

We have confidence in our people. 00D BLESS ¥OU ALL.
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