Name: _______________________________________

Identifying Main Idea

Directions: Determine what the main idea is for each story and explain your answer.  Remember, a theme is a lesson or message in the story.  Write in complete sentences.

1.  Although it was recorded that most of the time when men were lined up waiting to receive a whatever meal or aid they could get, they would not look each other in the eye. Most of the men were too ashamed that they had to receive aid and that they could not provide for themselves or their families. However as shameful as they felt waiting on soup kitchen lines were a universal experience for urban people of all classes. Soup kitchens were often formed by a Church program, where men women and children had to sit and listen to a sermon for about 20 minutes before they could line up again for their meals. Often times the line would stretch for blocks and blocks and the wait could take up to 5 hours. In New York City alone they had 82 breadlines set up that served 85,000 a day.
What is the main idea of the story?__________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

2.  During the Great Depression from 1929 to the late 1930s, harsh economic conditions led to escalating unemployment rates as high as twenty-five percent and bank failures coupled with increasing foreclosures of home mortgages led to the eviction of millions of people from their homes, succumbing to poverty and homelessness. (Chudaccoff, 203) This caused a rise in squatter settlements and slums as people moved there as a last resort. The homeless and jobless built and expanded the slums and squatter settlements in city outskirts which instigated an urgent response by the government and private enterprises to address this issue to reduce the costs of slum maintenance and prevent the further decrease in property values by implementing housing policies which seeked to replace these areas with low-cost housing. However, these projects did not prove very effective as most of the working-class and poor still could not afford to pay for these new housing with their measly incomes. For example, the financial aid PWA Housing Division provided for the construction of twenty-two thousand housing units in different states (1933) failed to help families who could not afford the twenty-six dollars rent. 
What is the main idea of the story?______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

3.  a) As many historians state, World War II was the major cause of mobilization, lowering depression from 25% to 1.2%, and the federal bureaucracy increasing in size from 1.1 million to 3.4 million.  b) Due to participation of men in the war, women were relied to work and fill in the roles in the labor industry. ” More than six million women entered the labor force during the war” (Chudacoff 217).  c) Similar to the reliance on women for labor, African Americans and Mexican immigrants were also another form of labor, where 1.6 million African Americans migrated to industrial cities to seek better work conditions and higher pay while more than fifteen thousand Mexican workers found jobs in Chicago and Los Angeles.  d) Entertain in the form of nightlife took place in cities, providing relief and an “escape” from reality with swing bands, nightclubs, bars, restaurants and movie theaters.  e) Housing expansion, which led to the further development or urban and suburban areas. Shopping centers with free parking,  the Interstate Highway Act of 1956  and areas of leisure such as movie theaters and restaurants are such examples.  This led to an increase of population in the suburban area and in urban cities.  World War II being the main reason of mobilization is why I made it priority over all the other changes. Although the New Deal and multiple federal acts made achievements in getting the country out of depression, it was the massive military spending that increased urban growth and balance the economy. An increase and spending and an increase in job opportunities brought prosperity to the United States.

What is the main idea of the story?____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

4.  During the Great Depression, a time of need and despair, there were still ways to keep the masses entertained. The radio’s importance during this time greatly increased. Franklin D. Roosevelt’s “Fireside Chats” reached out to many American families while in the mornings and afternoons, there were soap operas that were had similar themes to reality, the despair, making listeners forget about their own problems and felt less alone. 

Another type of entertainment also became extremely popular and important during this time, the movies. At reduced prices, the movie theaters that weren’t closed down offered many different movies like Dracula, Gone with the Wind, etc. They had raffles and sneak previews and ladies’ nights to encourage attendance. 

So even though it was a time of despair and woe, entertainment was able to comfort and provide an escape for many American families.

What is the main idea of the story?___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

