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Group Members:

Bomb Shelter Activity

Situation:

You are a member of a federal department in Washington D.C. in charge of providing experimental stations (fallout shelters) in isolated places throughout the country.  Suddenly, World War III breaks out.  To escape from the nuclear warfare, people head for the few available fallout shelters.  Your headquarters received a call asking for help from one of the experimental stations.  Ten persons have been able to get to this station, but there is only enough space, air, food and water for six people to survive for three months (the time it will take for the radiation fallout to fall to a level that is safe for human habitation).  

Because the ten people realize that irrationality may complicate matters if they attempt to make the selection, they have left the decision to you and will abide by your decision.  Because speed is of the essence, you have just a few minutes to make your selections. Remember that the following assumptions must be considered in making your choices. 

1. While the ten will abide by your decision, none will volunteer to stay outside the fallout shelter.

2. The six people you choose to stay in the fallout shelter could possibly be the sole survivors of the nuclear war and, thus, should be persons who can best procreate the species to start a new civilization.

3. If a decision is not made within the next few minutes, the ten persons will be forced to make the decisions themselves, and that could possibly result in the death for all involved.

Persons:

Because of the need for expediency, the following brief comments are the only criteria that you can use to make your decision.

1. Lawyer, 31 years old, white (male)

2. His wife; six months pregnant, white (they refuse to be separated)

3. African American politician, second year medical student (male)

4. Hispanic celebrity; singer and actress (female)

5. 45 year old Asian Catholic priest (male)

6. NBA All Star; arrogant, has a bad background, white, Jewish (male)

7. Harvard Graduate Student; thesis is about the effects of cloning, White (male)

8. Policeman with a gun, Native American (male)

9. Computer manufacturer; paroled from an eight month jail sentence for pushing drugs, white, (male)

10. A 25 year old gay man, architect, Black (male)

